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of Dr. Wm, H. Nichols, who is devoting all 
of his time to this work The committee is 
cooperating with the Bureau of Mines, the IT. 
S. Geological Survey and the Bureau of Soils 
in various problems, and all chemical problems 
are first submitted to this committee. The 
Manufacturing Chemists' Association of the 
United States and the National Fertilizer As- 
sociation have also established offices in "Wash- 
ington in the Woodward Building. 



THE AMERICAN PHYSIOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
AND THE WAR 

The following letter has been addressed to 
members of the American Physiological 
Society : 

The war has thrown upon the members of the 
national scientific societies unusual responsibilities. 
The growing conviction among those best fitted to 
know, that its further continuance will not be brief 
and that our country must act with her whole 
energy, makes it clear that every man of science 
must do his share. Some of the members of the 
American Physiological Society have entered mili- 
tary service and others are serving the country in 
a variety of other ways. As the example of Eng- 
land has shown, research is a field in which much 
can be accomplished, both of immediate relation 
to the needs of the moment and of permanent 
value. Under the direction of the committee on 
physiology of the National Eesearch Council and 
the Council of National Defense comprehensive in- 
vestigations of shock, industrial fatigue, food and 
nutrition, poisonous gases and means of protection 
from them, and other topics, are already under 
way. Other subjects demanding investigation will 
doubtless arise from time to time. The council of 
the American Physiological Society finds it desir- 
able to know what its members are already doing 
or are willing to do in the way of national service, 
whether their laboratories will be open during the 
coming summer, whether they desire to undertake 
research in case of need, and, if so, what general 
lines of research they are prepared to follow. By 
the authority of the council, therefore, I write to 
make these inquiries of you. Any suggestions 
which you may feel like offering in regard to spe- 
cific lines of research will be welcomed. Please 
make all records on the enclosed cards and return 
both to me without delay. The information so ob- 
tained will be turned over to the Committee on 



Physiology of the National Eesearch Council, to 
be used as seems best. The members of this com- 
mittee are: 

W. H. Howell, Chairman; Frederic S. Lee, 

C. L. Alsberg, Graham Lusk, 

W. B. Cannon, E. G. Martin, 

A. J. Carlson, Walter J. Meek, 

Joseph Erlanger, L. B. Mendel 
Theodore Hough, 

In case your services can be utilized you will be 
duly communicated with. 

(Signed) Frederic S. Lee 

The registration cards accompanying the 
letter provided for the following entries: 

What national service are you now doing? 

Is it likely to continue during the summer? 

Will your laboratory be available for research dur- 
ing the summer? 

Are you prepared to undertake research for na- 
tional service and, if so, in what general lines? 

Suggestions regarding desirable lines of research. 



SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

An Anglo-French Scientific Commission 
which includes Professor Ernest Eutherford, 
of the University of Manchester, and Professor 
Henri Abraham, of the University of Paris, 
is at present in this country to eooporate with 
American men of science in the development 
and use of radio-telegraphy. 

Secretary of the Navy Daniels has named 
Dr. William H. Welch, Dr. Flexner and Mr. 
Nathan Straus, of New York, as a committee 
to investigate Senator Calder's "round robin 
charge" that invalided sailors on the hospital 
ship Solace had been subjected to cruelty and 
neglect. 

Dr. E. W. Morley was awarded the Willard 
Gibbs medal at a recent meeting of the Chi- 
cago Section of the American Chemical So- 
ciety on May 18. 

Dr. Richard M. Pearce, professor of re- 
search medicine in the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, has returned from a tour of three months 
through Brazil, Argentine and Uraguay to 
make a study of the medical, hospital, educa- 
tional and public health conditions in those 
countries in the interest of the International 
Health Board of the Rockefeller Foundation. 
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Dr. Allan J. McLaughlin, of Boston, has 
been appointed to succeed Dr. Richard P. 
Strong, of Boston, as chairman to the sub- 
committee on hygiene, medicine and sanita- 
tion of the Massachusetts Committee for Pub- 
lic Safety. 

Dr. Marcus B. Heyman, formerly assistant 
superintendent of the State Hospital for In- 
sane at Central Islip, L. I., and more recently 
medical inspector for the State Hospital Com- 
mission, has been appointed superintendent of 
the Manhattan State Hospital at Ward's Is- 
land, succeeding the late Dr. William Mabon. 

Dr. George Dock, professor of medicine in 
the medical school of Washington University 
(St. Louis), has received the French war cross 
and has been mentioned for his service in mov- 
ing wounded soldiers under heavy bombard- 
ment while engaged in the American Field 
Ambulance Service. 

We learn from The Electrical World that 
L. D. Gibbs, chairman, and Frank A. Birch, 
compose a committee of the National Electric 
Light Association to secure subscriptions to a 
fund of $5,000, in recognition of the work of 
Professor Elihu Thomson. A medal is to be 
awarded " in any year to any citizen of the 
United States or Canada who at the time of 
the award shall not be over thirty-five years of 
age, and who, in the judgment of the trustees 
of the medal, shall have made a notable con- 
tribution to electrical science or its industrial 
applications through original investigation, re- 
search or discovery, or through whose direct 
efforts a substantial contribution to the ad- 
vancement of the industry shall have been ac- 
complished." 

Frederick Bedell, professor of applied elec- 
tricity, of Cornell University, has been elected 
one of the vice-presidents of the American In- 
stitute of Electrical Engineers. 

A. W. L. Bray, assistant professor of biology 
at the State University of Montana, has been 
granted leave of absence for one year, to take 
effect next semester. Professor Bray will en- 
gage in biological research work at Harvard 
University. 



Professor A. B. Reoknagel, of the depart- 
ment of forestry of Cornell University, has re- 
ceived a leave of absence from his university 
duties in order to become forester of the Em- 
pire State Forest Products Association. He 
will take up his new work on July 1 and will 
establish headquarters for the association at 
Albany. 

Professor L. B. Gillet, of the department 
of English literature at Wesleyan University, 
has resigned his position to enter military serv- 
ice. 

Professor Victor Gregoire (Louvain), and 
Professor Hans Schinz (Zurich), have been 
elected foreign members of the Linnean So- 
ciety. 

We learn from Nature that the government 
Central Control Board of Great Britain has 
appointed an advisory committee, consisting of 
Lord D'Abernon (chairman), Sir G. Newman, 
Dr. A. E. Cushny, Dr. H. H. Dale, Dr. M. 
Greenwood, Jr., Dr. W. McDougall, Dr. F. W. 
Mott, Dr. C. S. Sherrington and Dr. W. C. 
Sullivan, to consider the conditions affecting 
the physiological action of alcohol, particu- 
larly the effects on health and industrial effi- 
ciency produced by the consumption of bever- 
ages of various alcoholic strengths, with spe- 
cial reference to the recent orders of the Cen- 
tral Control Board, and further to plan, out 
and direct such investigations as may appear 
desirable with the view of obtaining more exact 
data on this and cognate questions. 

The National Geographic Society has set 
aside $12,000 to finance another expedition to 
Alaska in order to obtain full information in 
regard to the eruption of Mt. Katmai. The ex- 
pedition will be in charge of Professor Robert 
F. Griggs, of the department of botany, The 
Ohio State University. 

Mr. James F. Couch was elected president 
of the recently organized Des Moines Chem- 
ical Society at the regular meeting on April 9.' 

Dean W. J. Teeters, of the University of 
Iowa, has offered the facilities of the college 
of pharmacy there for manufacture of drugs 
and chemicals to be used in the war. He be- 
lieves that students and faculty can perform 
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valuable service by making pharmaceutical 
preparations, pharmaceutical chemicals from 
raw materials furnished by the government, 
and in testing the identity and purity of drugs, 
chemicals and other medical supplies bought 
by the government in the middle west. 

China has instituted a geological survey 
under the direction of V. K. King, a graduate 
of the University of Glasgow. 

Wm. Mason Towle, professor of industrial 
engineering at Clarkson College of Technol- 
ogy, Potsdam, 1ST. T., retires from active serv- 
ice at the close of the present academic year. 
The trustees have appointed him professor 
emeritus of industrial engineering. 

Mr. Francis 0. Shenehon, for the past eight 
years dean of the College of Engineering of 
the University of Minnesota and head pro- 
fessor of civil engineering, has opened offices 
and will give his entire attention to his prac- 
tise as a consulting hydraulic engineer. 

Professor 0. K. Leith, of the University of 
Wisconsin, has recently completed a six weeks' 
course of lectures on " Metamorphic geology " 
at the University of Chicago. 

Dr. Juan D. Ambrosetti, director of the 
Ethnographic Museum at Buenos Aires, died 
on May 28. He was a delegate to the Pan- 
American Scientific Congress held in "Wash- 
ington in 1915. 

Dr. F. F. Ulrik, of Copenhagen, who took 
the leading part in the movement to provide 
more hygienic homes for the laboring classes 
in Denmark, has died at the age of ninety-nine 
years. 

Arrangements have been made for meetings 
of the Council of the British Association for 
the Advancement of Science, the General 
Committee and the Committee of Eecom- 
mendations to be held in London on July 6, 
in order to make appointments, receive the re- 
port of the Council for the year, and transact 
other necessary business. 

The Spanish government has appropriated 
the sum of $600,000 for the establishment of a 
hospital for infectious diseases at Madrid. 

At the annual general meeting of the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers of Great Britain, 



held on April 17, the result of the ballot for the 
election of officers was declared as follows: 
President, Mr. W. B. Worthington; Vice-presi- 
dents, Mr. J. A. F. Aspinall, Mr. H. E. Jones, 
Sir John P. Griffith and Mr. J. A. Brodie; 
Other Members of Council, Dr. 0. O. Carpen- 
ter, Dr. Dugald Clerk, Colonel B. E. B. Cromp- 
ton, Mr. M. Deacon, Sir Archibald Denny, 
Bart., Mr. W. H. Ellis, Sir B. B. Gales, Mr. A. 
J. Goldsmith, Sir B. A. Hadfield, Brigadier- 
General B. H. Henderson, Mr. B. W. Holmes, 
Professor Bertram Hopkinson, Mr. G. W. 
Humphreys, Mr. Summers Hunter, Dr. W. H. 
Maw, Mr. C. L. Morgan, Mr. Basil Mott, Sir 
H. J. Oram, Mr. F. Palmer, Captain H. P. B. 
Sankey, Sir J. F. 0. Snell, Mr. E. F. C. 
Trench, Mr. W. F. Tye, Sir Philip Watts, Mr. 
E. J. Way and Sir A. F. Yarrow, Bart. The 
council has made the following awards for 
papers read and discussed during the session 
1916-17: Telford gold medals to Messrs. G. W. 
Humphreys and J. B. Ball; George Stephenson 
gold medals to Messrs. P. T. O'Brien and John 
Parr; Telford premiums to Messrs. P. V. 
O'Brien, J. L. Hodgson, W. Brown and P. M. 
Crosthwaite, and a Crampton prize to Mr. F. 
J. Waring. 



UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL 

NEWS 

Announcement is made that next year a 
course in the elements of law, will be given 
by a professor of the law school of Columbia 
University to a limited number of qualified 
students of Barnard College. Certain courses 
in international law will also be open to 
specially qualified women. 

Beginning with next autumn the Tufts med- 
ical school will require two years of regular col- 
lege work for admission. 

We learn from the American Medical Jour- 
nal that fellowships in ophthalmology and oto- 
laryngology in connection with the University 
of Minnesota have been established by Dr. 
Frank C. Todd, of Minneapolis, and Dr. Frank 
E. Burch, of St. Paul, both of the school of 
medicine. These fellowships carry with them 
the same stipend that is paid by the University 
of Minnesota to the university fellows, namely, 



